College Goal Sunday Proposal 
Background:

What is College Goal Sunday?

College Goal Sunday (CGS) is a volunteer, charitable program designed to help low income and first generation students complete their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), thereby eliminating the financial barrier to higher education.  CGS which was started in Indiana in 1989 grew to encompass thirty-four states in 2007. 
During 2007, the inaugural year for CGS in Colorado, over 1,500 attended one of ten sites around the state where financial aid experts provided information about FAFSA completion to over 500 predominately low income, first generation college students from all racial backgrounds.
Who are the organizers for CGS?

The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) serves as the national coordinator for CGS by providing technical assistance and guidance to grantees; managing and evaluating programs on a regular basis; and soliciting support and funding for CGS.  NASFAA’s website, www.collegegoalsundayusa.org, provides a great deal of general information about the program.

The Lumina Foundation provides start-up funding for the first three years of a state program.

The Colorado Association of Financial Aid Administrators (CAFAA) serves as the sponsor for CGS in Colorado with Regis University serving as the pass-through fiscal agent.  

The Colorado CGS Steering Committee includes financial aid directors, as well as representatives from CollegeInColorado, Gear Up, CESDA, EOC and NEFE.  Our website, www.collegegoalcolorado.org, provides specific information about our program and our sites.

When and Where will CGS be held in CO?

The second annual CGS event in Colorado has been extended to include the following fifteen sites around the state:  Alamosa, Aurora, Colorado Springs, Commerce City, Craig, Denver (Auraria Campus), Durango,  Fort Collins, Grand Junction, Greeley, Gunnison, LaJunta, Longmont, Pueblo and Sterling.  With the exception of Alamosa whose event will be held on February 9, 2008, all the other sites will host their events on February 10, 2008.  At each of the fifteen sites, financial aid experts will be on hand to assist students complete their FAFSA.  A total of $15,000 in scholarships will be awarded that day.  High School Seniors at each site who complete an event evaluation form after completing their FAFSA will be included in a drawing for a $1,000 scholarship.  

Proposal:

What specifically can you do to help with CGS?   
Any or all of the following would be a tremendous enhancement to our efforts to reach our target audience in your city and get them to the event:
· Proclaim February 10, 2008 CGS in Fort Collins Day  (a draft proclamation is attached for your review)
· Endorsements

· Joint Press Releases  (view our media kit at www.collegegoalcolorado.org) 
· Allow the use of quotes or pictures in advertisements

· Appear in an advertisement

· Appear at the CGS event scheduled at Front Range Community College in Fort Collins
· Send an email to all city employees telling them about the CGS event and inviting them to join us

· Include information about CGS in any newsletters that are sent out by the city or include an insert about the event in municipal billings, etc.  (a draft is attached for your review)
· Do a PSA for TV and Radio with some of our students

· Share the information with your Chamber of Commerce

Our CGS volunteers are looking forward to working with you on this exciting and worthwhile endeavor.    You would be coordinating efforts with the CGS Public Relation Coordinator, Mary Anne Hunter (Maryanne.hunter@usbank.com) and your site coordinators in Fort Collins, LeAnne Schnader (leanne.schnader@colostate.edu) and Carolee Goldsmith (carolee.goldsmith@frontrange.edu). 

Questions may be directed to Lydia MacMillan, Colorado CGS Statewide Coordinator at wwmacmillan@aol.com or 303-297-1302.  
